
2013 Visible Award
where art leaves its own field and becomes visible as part of something else

About

The Visible Award is the first international production award devoted to art work in 
the social sphere, that aims to produce and sustain socially engaged artistic practices 
in a global context. The Visible Award is a  production award of 25000 euros and is 
part of a broader research project in contemporary art practices in the social sphere, 
which  has  been initiated  by   Cittadellarte  –  Pistoletto  Fondation and  Fondazione 
Zegna, and curated  by  Matteo Lucchetti  and  Judith Wielander.

With a  renewed advisory board composed of  18 curators and artists,  working and 
operating in emerging or more established scenes all over the world, the visible prize 
comes to its  second edition, and takes a step further in its aim to research, support 
and offer a discursive and productive platform to innovative artistic projects that are 
able to become visible also in fields other than the artistic ones. Art works that are 
actively engaging within the social sphere, understanding art as a tool to make visible 
other fields and issues within the traditional art system and thus sharing an awareness 
about artistic production as an active element and agency in contemporary society, 
and with critical and future oriented aspirations. 

Visible  started  up  in  2009  as  a  reasearch  in  contemporary  art  that  lead  to  the 
publishing  project  “visible  -  when  art  leaves  its  own  field  and  becomes  visible  as  
something else” (Stenberg Press, 2010), which gave visibility to 41 art projects in which 
artists  apply  innovative  ideas  of  analysis  and  action  to  issues  concerning  the 
geographical, political, and social community. After the institution of the award, Visible 
is  opening  up  to  a  series  of  public  programs,  comprising  of  workshops,  screening 
programs, a workbooks publishing series and more, developed in connection with our 
global network of artists, curators, art spaces and new institutional partners. To know 
more about the Visible platform please visit our website. 

http://www.visibleproject.org/


Guidelines

We're looking for artistic projects that,  in a radical  and pro-active way, are able to 
rethink our cities in their approach to urban and rural communities, put into question 
education models while reconsidering different ways of sharing knowledge, support 
alternative  models  of  economic  development  and  new  ideas  for  the  allocation  of 
resources,  rethink  the  access  to  information  or  the  priority  of  ecological  and 
environmental  needs,  as  well  as  experimenting  with  participatory  and  democratic 
political models while starting these open-ended projects. These are just few examples 
about how artistic processes can create areas for reflection and mobilization, acting 
as a field for action within the public domain, in favor of a reading of participation in 
art that considers the social body as a potential power for bringing about responsible  
change and social transformation. 

The  award  not  only  takes  up  the  discussions  about  the  development  of  art  in  a 
responsible relationship with the complexities of social change, but it also offers artists 
real opportunities to produce, and thus the possibility to  experiment and work on 
new visions that can have a significant impact on the shared imaginary and on reality 
itself.  The  award  intends  to  break  away  from  the  conventions  governing  the 
production of public art in the form of monumental objects, in order to  focus on a new 
form of commitment in art, and on the relationships between the production of art,  
science, and culture. In order to achieve this, it is essential to create new spaces and 
processes,  rather  than producing  self-contained objects,  and finding  potential  new 
areas for interaction, in which spectators can be considered as proactive subjects. 
The Visible Award,  thus wishes to bring out those artistic processes that manage to 
expand their  practices from the ordinary spaces for art  and enter directly into the 
public realm in its various representations. 

The artists nominated for the previous award are:
Aaron Burr Society, Maayan Amir and Ruti Sela, Art Bakery, Anna Best, Andreas Bunte, 
CAMP,  Kajsa  Dahlberg,  Decolonizing  Architecture  Art  Residency,  Laura  Lopez  de  la 
Torre, Alain Della Negra and Kaori Kinoshita, Róza El-Hassan, Claudia Fernandez, Igor 
Grubic,  Helena Producciones,  Malak  Helmy,  Lim Heung-sun,  Eva  Kotatkova,  Donna 
Kukama and Kemang Wa Lehulere, Graziela Kunsch, Kim Jinjoo, Darius Miksys, Nastio 
Mosquito, Neokinok TV, Taring Padi, RAW PROJECT, Marinella Senatore, Rayyane Tabet, 
Temporary Services, Ultra Red, Urban Reactor, Wooloo, Yangjiang Group.

.



P  rocedures  

Curatorial Advisory Board 
It  has been created a board of Curatorial  Advisors,  made of 18 curators, artists, or  
collectives,  that  have  showed in  their  research  a  specific  interest  in  those  artistic 
practices that find a correspondence with the goals of the prize. Every advisor is being 
asked to invite 2 artists/collectives by the 30th of March 2013. The 18 selected advisors 
are the following:

98 weeks (Beirut, Lebanon)
Alessio Antoniolli (London, UK)
Zoe Butt (Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam)
Heman Chong (Singapore, Singapore)
Chto Delat? (St. Petersburg, Russia)
Cosmin Costinas (Hong Kong, China)
Galit Eilat (Cologne, Germany / Tel Aviv, Israel)
Tarek Abou El Fetouh (Cairo, Egypt / Brussels, Belgium)
Christinene Eyene (Paris, France / Dakar, Senegal)
Eungie Joo (Brumadinho, Brasil)
Miguel Lopez (Lima, Peru)
Sofia Olascoaga (Mexico City, Mexico)
Joseph Del Pesco (San Francisco, USA)
Raqs Media Collective (New Dehli, India)
Bisi Silva (Lagos, Nigeria)
Pelin Tan (Istanbul, Turkey)
Claire Tancons (Guadeloupe, French West Indies / New Orleans, USA)
Pauline J. Yao (Hong Kong, China)

The artists  presented by the board of  Curatorial  Advisors will  be contacted by the 
curators of the award and invited to submit an artistic project that is in the early stages  
of its creation. The projects received will  be then processed by the curators of the 
prize, Matteo Lucchetti and Judith Wielander, together with Charles Esche, chairman 
of the 2013 jury, and Andrea Zegna, head of the Fondazione Zegna’s Art Projects, that 
will create a shortlist including up to 10 proposals. 

Open Call 
For the first time, we are having a call for proposals, open until June 20 (UTC+1), to let 
artists and collectives submit projects, from which a selection will join the proposals  
nominated by the advisory board and will be published on our website.



Jury
A prestigious international jury, chaired by Charles Esche, and composed by a group of 
intellectuals  operating  in  different  fields  of  culture,  will  gather  at  the  Van 
Abbemuseum, Eindhoven, in order to assess the merits of the artistic projects and 
select the winner of the 2013 Visible Award.  The jury is conceived as a public event, 
where the vote of the public will represent the opinion of the seventh member. 
The jury will meet on the week of the 9thDecember 2013 (on a date to be confirmed,  
depending on the availability of the members), to discuss publicly the ten shortlisted 
projects on a panel moderated by Charles Esche, director of the Van Abbemuseum. 
The  winner  will  be  awarded  during  a  public  ceremony  in  February  2014,  at  an 
international art institution, where the 25000 euro production award will be assigned 
to the chosen artist or collective. 

For any further information please write to info@visibleproject.org to get in touch with  
Matteo Lucchetti and Judith Wielander, that will be happy to discuss with you in depth  
the project and its scope. 

mailto:info@visibleproject.org

